Tracking Public Opinion of Trump's Washington

Approval rating sinks amid immigration and foreign policy tensions

By Eli Yokley & Cameron Easley

Morning Consult is tracking what voters across the country think about how President
Donald Trump and Republicans in Congress are governing the United States ahead of the
2026 midterm elections. Each week, we’ll update this page with fresh and timely data on
all of the major questions facing Washington, including views about the people in charge,
the issues dominating the conversation and what is actually breaking through to the
electorate. For weekly updates of our generic ballot tracking, go to our page Tracking the
2026 Midterm Elections.

Sign up for the latest political news and analysis delivered to your inbox twice a week.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

« Trump’s approval rating slips: Voters are 8 points more likely to disapprove than
approve of Trump’s job performance (53% to 45%), doubling the deficit he faced
heading into the new year following his military actions in Venezuela and the
high-profile fatal shooting of a woman by an Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officer in Minneapolis, Minn.

Trump hits record lows on key issues: Voters’ perceptions of Trump’s handling of
immigration, foreign policy and national security have fallen to record lows amid
one of the worst news environments of the president’s second term. Trump’s
approval rating on foreign policy issues is now underwater, and voters are almost
evenly divided about his approaches to immigration and national security, which
have traditionally been the president’s best issues.

ICE shooting makes waves: Three in 5 voters said they had seen, read or heard
“a lot” about the fatal shooting by an ICE officer in Minneapolis, giving the event
similar real-time weight as some of last year’s most salient moments such as
Pope Francis’ death. Along with a surge in negative attention on immigration, the
kind of news voters are taking away about public safety and crime has soured to
its worst point since Trump’s saber-rattling at U.S. cities last fall.
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