Tracking Public Opinion of Trump's Washington

Trump’s approval rating on the economy continues to recover

By Eli Yokley & Cameron Easley

Morning Consult is tracking what voters across the country think about how President
Donald Trump and Republicans in Congress are governing the United States ahead of the
2026 midterm elections. Each week, we’ll update this page with fresh and timely data on
all of the major questions facing Washington, including views about the people in charge,
the issues dominating the conversation and what is actually breaking through to the
electorate.

Sign up for the latest political news and analysis delivered to your inbox twice a week.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

« Trump’s overall approval ratings hold steady: The share of voters who approve
(45%) and disapprove (52%) of the president’s job performance went unchanged
in our latest survey, which was conducted over the Thanksgiving holiday
weekend and found a number of other positive developments for the GOP.

Perceptions of Trump’s economic handling continue to improve: Trump’s net
approval ratings on the economy and trade remain on the upswing. Voters are
only 2 percentage points more likely to disapprove than approve of his handling
of the economy, his best net rating on that issue since early August and a
significant improvement on his all-time low of 10 points underwater nearly a
month ago. Voters are also now 1 point more likely to approve than disapprove of
Trump’s handling of trade, his best net rating on that issue since mid-July and up
from 4 points underwater last month.

The public perceives a pivot on tariffs: Though a relatively large share of voters
(43%) believe the Trump administration is making the imposition of tariffs “a top
priority,” that’s the smallest share we’ve measured since early February, just a
couple of weeks into his second presidency. That may be contributing to an
uptick in confidence on his handling of trade and the economy. However, only
19% of voters think tariffs should be a top priority for the administration, a clear
sign that the president’s protectionist proclivities are a drag on public
perceptions of his policy agenda.

¢ On the Trump-Mamdani truce: The president said several nice things about New
York City Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani following a meeting at the White House
last week, perplexing a number of Republican campaigns that hope to make
political hay out of the democratic socialist’s vision for the Big Apple. Our survey



finds a majority of voters heard “a lot” or “some” about those compliments,
including similar shares of Democrats and Republicans, making it the week’s
third-most resonant news event that we tested.

People

[«

Trump's approval ratings

Eli Yokley
U.S. Politics Analyst

Eli Yokley is Morning Consult’s U.S. politics analyst. Eli joined Morning Consult in 2016 from Roll Call,
where he reported on House and Senate campaigns after five years of covering state-level politics in
the Show Me State while studying at the University of Missouri in Columbia, including contributions to
The New York Times, Politico and The Daily Beast. Follow him on X/Twitter and on LinkedIn
@eyokley. Interested in connecting with Eli to discuss his analysis or for a media engagement or
speaking opportunity? Email press@morningconsult.com.

Cameron Easley

Head of Political and Economic Analysis

Cameron Easley is Morning Consult’s head of political and economic analysis. He has led Morning
Consult's coverage of politics and elections since 2016, and his work has appeared in The New York
Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, Politico, Axios, FiveThirtyEight and on Fox
News, CNN and MSNBC. Cameron joined Morning Consult from Roll Call, where he was managing
editor. He graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Follow him on Twitter
@cameron_easley. Interested in connecting with Cameron to discuss his analysis or for a media
engagement or speaking opportunity? Email press@morningconsult.com.



